
renee powell
Public Speaker  •  International Golf Ambassador  • Pioneer 

“Overcoming adversity often leads to      
 our greatest successes.” 
      
         - renee powell



biography
Renee Powell is one of the most resilient and persevering athletes of our time. Raised on the East Canton, 
Ohio golf course built by her father, William “Bill” Powell, during times of racial adversity and segregation, 
Renee learned early on what it meant to excel against the odds. By the age of three she was swinging a 
golf club for the first time, and early into her teenage years she had won more than 30 tournaments. In 
1967, she became the second African-American woman to compete on the LPGA Tour. As a tour player 
she competed in more than 250 professional tournaments and won the 1973 Kelly Springfield Open in 
Brisbane, Australia. 

Following her time on the LPGA tour, Powell 
dedicated her life to diversifying the game of 
golf. She became an International Goodwill 
Ambassador traveling to Africa on more than 
25 trips to host golf clinics.  She has also 
committed her life to expanding golf to more 
youth, women, seniors, minorities, and military 
veterans. In 2011, she launched Clearview 
H.O.P.E (Helping Our Patriots Everywhere) 
a cost-free, year-round therapeutic and 
recreational golf programs specifically for 
women veterans.

Renee has earned countless awards during her more than five decades in the game of golf.  In 2015, she 
became one of two American women initially given honorary membership into the Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club of St. Andrews, Scotland. Some of her other notable awards include; being named PGA of 
America First Lady of Golf, the LPGA Rolex For the Love of the Game Award, the PGA Tour Card Walker 
Award, the USGA Ike Grainger Award, and the LPGA Pioneer Award. In 2008, Renee became the third 
American, and the only women golfer, to ever receive an honorary doctorate from The University of St. 
Andrews, Scotland in its now 600 year history. In 2010, The University of Maryland Eastern Shore awarded 
Renee with an Honorary Doctorate of Public Service. 

Renee has also made strides in other areas of the golf industry including fashion and broadcasting. While 
living in London, England, she was one of the first woman golfers to design her own clothing line. She 
has also commentated numerous golf tournaments on both CBS and ABC. 

Today, Renee is the LPGA/PGA Head Golf Professional at Clearview Golf Club in East Canton, Ohio 
where she’s keeping her father’s legacy of “Golf for Everyone” alive. Renee’s work extends throughout 
her community as a member of several boards including the Northern Ohio PGA, the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame, Mercy Medical Center, and Pathway Caring for Children, and as a member of Rotary International.  



TESTIMONIALS 

“Renee Powell has proven herself to be an outstanding speaker whether in small group presentations 
or in a larger context. Her vivacious personality and passion for her subject comes through in her ability 
to share her experiences in an effective and knowledgeable manner with a feeling of commonality with 
her audiences.” - Dr. Anthony Parker, Historian, World Golf Hall of Fame 

“Renee is an accomplished professional golfer, business woman, and trailblazer. She is a gifted speaker 
and will mesmerize audiences with her eloquent speaking prowess and her tremendous ability to be 
relevant to all audiences. Her many accomplishments, stories, and background will give your clients, 
customers and guests the inspiration and motivation to strive for more in their individual and work 
pursuits.”   - Suzy Whaley, Vice President, PGA of America 

“Dr. Renee Powell is a true living legend whose presentations are marked by a deep sense of history, 
which she helped to make, and a graceful spirit of humility. Her presentation style is warm and 
endearing, while at the same time thought-provoking.” 
- Dr. Todd Allen, Ph.D, Founder, Returning to Our Roots of Civil Rights Tour 

“Renee Powell is not only an outstanding golfer but an amazing human being.  Her efforts to diversify the 
game of golf are absolutely unparalleled. Anyone afforded the opportunity to attend her presentations 
will leave with a true sense of what it means to excel against the odds.” 
- Dominic Antenucci, Executive Director, PGA of America, Northern Ohio Section 

“Very few people, if any, can match Renee’s unique blend of knowledge, experience, and overwhelming 
compassion.  She has literally “led” every day of her life - - breaking barriers, changing stereotypes, and 
creating life-long friends in everything she does! I’m honored to call Renee a member, a pioneer, and a 
friend.”   - Michael Whan, LPGA Commissioner

“Simply put, Renee Powell is one of the most important and historically significant people in the game 
of golf today.  As a player, teacher, leader and advocate for the game, Renee’s impact cannot be 
overstated.  She is one of the treasures of our game.”  - Steve Mona, CEO, World Golf Foundation



SPEAKING TOPICS
Resiliency
Overcoming adversity often leads to our 
greatest successes. Remaining reslient as 
we tackle life’s obstacles is paramount to 
reaching our life’s goals. This presentation 
walks you through the ways in which Renee 
remained resilient during times of adversity 
throughout her more than five decades in 
golf. 

 

Women’s Empowerment 
This presentation focuses on encouraging 
women and girls of any age to achieve through 
D.R.E.A.M
Dare to have the courage to follow your dreams.
Reach High and Set Goals. 
Envision success.
Act upon your goals.
Make it Happen!  

Keys to Athletic Success
Achieving in athletics is more than just winning 
games and matches. This presentation aims 
to teach athletes the other aspects of success 
such as goal setting, building confidence, and 
lessons of discipline.  

Custom Speech Packages 
Renee has the flexibility to customize speeches for various 
engagements including keynotes, luncheons, corporate 
meetings, commencements, college orientations & 
more. 

Will to Succeed
Success isn’t something that comes 
automatically. Individuals must be driven by 
something from deep within. Renee explores 
the ways in which everyone can find the 
determinaton to succeed over uncertainty 
and doubt. 

Golf Clinics
Golf clinics and workshops are an ideal way to 
take your team or organization’s golf skills to 
the next level.  These clinics can be designed 
for both new and experienced golfers and 
can be combined with other presentation 
offerings. 



accomplishments 
The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews Honorary Membership 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference MLK Jr. Drum Major for Justice Award 
PGA of America First Lady of Golf Award
LPGA Pioneer Award
Black Women in Sports Foundation Legend Award
African American Sports Hall of Fame Trailblazer Award
Executive Women’s Golf Association Leadership Award 
Black Enterprise Woman of Power Legacy Award
PGA Tour Card Walker Award
Woodholme Foundation Legend Award 
LPGA T&CP Division Budget Service Award
Congressional Black Caucus Spouses Unsung Hero Award
Duramed FUTURES Tour Trainor Award 
Original Tee Golf Classic True Original Award 

Northern Ohio PGA Hall of Fame
Ohio Golf Hall of Fame 
Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame 
National Black Golf Hall of Fame 
African American Golfers Hall of Fame 
Stark County, Ohio Amateur Golf Hall of Fame 
National Afro-American Golfers Hall of Fame 

Honorary Doctorate of Public Service, University of Maryland Eastern Shore 
Honorary Doctorate of Laws, The University of St. Andrews, Scotland 

Honorary Degrees

Halls of fame

awards



When William “Bill” Powell encountered racial discrimination on the golf course after returning home 
from World War II, he decided to build his own place to play the sport he loved, a place where the only 
color that mattered was the color of the greens. In 1946, he established Clearview Golf Club in East 
Canton Ohio: “America’s Course.” 

With the help of his wife, Marcella, and his 
children, Bill Powell carved nine holes out of 
farmland, designing and building - by hand 
- while working nights as a security guard. He 
opened Clearview to the public in 1948, and in 
1978 expanded the course to 18 holes.

The only course ever designed, built, owned and 
operated by an African- American, Clearview 
was named a National Historic Site by the U.S. 
Department of the Interior in 2001. 

More than “just” a golf course, Clearview 
represents an inspirational chapter in America’s 
history and one family’s remarkable history. 

Today, Clearview is managed by his children Larry Powell, Superintendent, and Renee Powell, LPGA/PGA 
Head Golf Professional. 

CLEARVIEW GOLF CLUB

CLEARVIEW legacy foundation
The Clearview Legacy Foundation for Education, Preservation, and Turfgrass Research is a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt charitable foundation established in 2001 to enhance opportunities for everyone to enjoy the 
game of golf, preserve the rich history that makes Clearview ”America’s Course,” and expand turfgrass 
research. Clearview Golf Club is managed by the Clearview Legacy Foundation making it a not-for-
profit golf course. Through our many programs we are able to use golf as a tool to reach youngsters, 
minorities, seniors, troubled individuals, women military veterans, and those with mental and physical 
challenges.The foundation aims to enhance the golf experience at Clearview by adding an automatic 
irrigation and an educational & archival facility to teach both the history and the game of golf.  

We encourage you to be part of the legacy Bill Powell established as a beacon of social justice and 
economic empowerment. All donations are tax deductible. 

Learn more, www.clearviewgolfclub.com/clearviewlegacyfoundation. 

https://www.clearviewgolfclub.com/clearviewlegacyfoundation
https://www.clearviewgolfclub.com/clearviewlegacyfoundation
https://www.clearviewgolfclub.com/legacyfoundation


Thank  you for your interest in 
booking Renee Powell. 

booking information 

Contact Us:
330.488.0404

rpowell@clearviewgolfclub.com 

www.clearviewgolfclub.com/reneepowell
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